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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.On March 15, 2013, Prime Minister Abe announced that Japan would formally
seek to participate in the negotiations to establish the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). In taking this step, Prime
Minister Abe has had to confront influential domestic interests that argued against the move. Among the most
vocal have been Japanese farmers, especially rice farmers, and their representatives. In his March 15 statement,
Prime Minister Abe acknowledged these domestic sensitivities, but also insisted that Japan needed to take
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and addresses new and traditional trade issues and 21st century challenges.
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