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songs and legends of the whole Teutonic race, as a prince of
surpassing wisdom, righteousness and power. He is the Dietrich
von Berne of the Nibelungcnlied and of other Middle High
German poems, Berne being the name given in High German to
Verona, the northern capital of the Gothic kingdom. In one of
the outbreaks of suspicious cruelty referred to above, Theodoric
commanded the death of his counselor, Boethius, the last of the
philosophers of the ancient school. The writings of Boethius,
especially that on The Consolations of Philosophy, parts of which
were translated into English by King Alfred and by the poet
Chaucer, exercised a great influence in Europe for centuries
after his death. Symmachus, the father-in-law of Boethius,
shared his fate. Cassiodorus, more fortunate, survived Theodoric
many years, and left a mass of correspondence which throws
valuable light on the conditions of...
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