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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from The First Report of the Board of Missions: To the
General Assembly of the the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, for 1817 The Board of
Missions present to the General Assembly the result of their labours during the last year. The Board organized
their body immediately after the rising of the last Assembly, by chosing their officers; and as the Assembly had
changed their style from that of a Committee to that of a Board of Missions, and invested them with a
corresponding enlargement of powers, they deemed it proper to change the name of one of their officers from
that of Chairman to that of President. Agreeably to the direction of the last Assembly, the Board took measures
for the formation of Auxiliary Missionary Societies throughout the bounds of our Church. An address was
prepared and printed, in which the subject is distinctly and fully laid before the churches; and their attention is
solicited to it by considerations that were deemed suitable to impress them with the great importance of such
societies, and to show what extensive benefits might result from an active and efficient co-operation in the
missionary concern throughout the whole extent of our Church. In connexion with the establishment of such
Societies, the Board judged it of consequence to endeavour to promote the formation of Missionary
Associations in every congregation, for aiding the funds of the Societies; and therefore recommended them in
their address. To facilitate the business of forming these institutions, draughts of constitutions were published in
connexion with the address, on principles calculated to secure unity of operation, as well as activity of exertion.
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