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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Life, Vol. 1: Outlines of General Biology Of these
large and crowded volumes a brief sketch indicating main endeavours may be of service to the reader at the
beginning, and perhaps also at the close; hence a Preface, larger than is customary, may be pardoned. The
aims of this book are broadly fourfold. (a) We give in eight chapters our outline-survey of Biology, in all its
essential inquiries into the nature, continuance, and evolution of living beings. (b) We illustrate with more care,
and in more detail, than usual, the relations between Biology and the other Sciences-as to Chemistry and
Physics on the one hand, to Psychology and Sociology on the other. We have also sought to show how the study
of Life, as central among the sciences, and with clear orientation of the sub-sciences of Biology, aids-we even
think illumines-the old yet ever-renewing problem of the arrangement of knowledge into an adequate
classification of the sciences in general, and this even within their essential fields, their own sub-sciences. (c) Our
specific presentment of Biology hence seeks to do justice between mechanistic and vitalistic doctrines, since we
utilise the mechanistic advances, and even formulations, of bio-chemistry and bio - physics for all they are
worth, and that is much; yet also show the need of complementing these, by no less due utilisation of
psychologic and neo-vitalistic viewpoints and doctrines; and this especially when these are re-stated more
concretely, as here in outline we do. For we avoid taking refuge, as older vitalists have done, and some of our
contemporaries still do, in metaphysical transcendentalisms, not definitely enough related to the actual
processes of Life, in...
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