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the United States, From 1621 to 1857: With Numerous Statistical Tables, Relating to the Manufacture,
Importation, Exportation, and Prices of Iron for More Than a Century In preparing this volume for publication,
it has been my object to furnish a reliable work upon the Iron Trade of this country - showing its past and
present condition, the obstacles it has had to contend with and, the effect of the free- trade principles which
have crept into our legislation, and produced those finacial revulsions which have, from time to time, brought
ruin upon this branch of American industry. There is no article of manufacture more important than iron none
- in which it is more necessary that a nation should be independent of all the chances of war or commercial
restrictions - the large employment of which is the chief characteristic of civilization, and should always be, if
possible, a domestic production, and protected beyond the possibility of any contingency. It is, no doubt,
difficult to lay down any general rule as to the rate of protective duties. They should, however, be more than
sufficient, in all cases, to protect the manufacture of any article which it is the design of a foreign government,
foreign merchants, or foreign manufacturers to crush. It is an established fact, that, in many departments of
English industry, those who are interested will not only carry them on at a loss for years, but furnish large sums
of money besides to aid in retaining markets from which they are in danger of being excluded by commercial
restrictions or industrial competition;...
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