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Read Books, United Kingdom, 2008. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 211 x 140 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.PREFACE. WHATEVER may be esteemed the value of the present work, it
is the outcome of much pleasant labour. The compilers wish has been to at least temporarily rescue from
oblivion some few of the old airs, which, passing from mouth to mouth for generations, are fast disappearing
before the modern effusions of the music hall and concert room. He believes that inany of the airs here noted
down are excellent specimens of mebdy, and as such, are worthy of preservation that they have a peculiar
quaintness, a sweetness, and a tenderness of expression, absent in the music of the present day, which it is
impossible to successfully imitate. He has endeavoured to set down the airs as far as musical notes will permit
with the utmost fidelity, scrupulously avoiding any attempt at arrangement or emendation, for, however
desirable it might be in some instances to amend the airs from corruptions which have crept in, the Editor has
considered that he would be scarcely justified in tampering with them, as such an attempt at revisal would
greatly detract from the antiquarian value of the whole. It is possible that some musical reader may find much
to criticise in the technical arrangement of the melodies. The Editor certainly does not claim that they are
absolutely perfect, but he would merely remind such reader of the fact so well-known to persons who have
attempted the feat, that very great difficulty attends the notation of irregular old melodies from untutored
singers. An endeavour to be scrupulously exact in attempting to put the airs before the reader as the Editor has
heard them sung, may have led hiin into some technical...
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